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FENCEA,

Starts working when your fence stops

Contracts
crucial for

‘odd’ calves

earers should only raise poorly marked
RFriesian or Jersey-cross calves if they know

they can on-sell them, says Poukawa Dairy
R Beef Project research manager Paul Muir.

"
Unless you have a contract o an outlet for The well-marked Fnesmn calves were only 6kg heavner at slaughter than

them, taking on light weight, poorly marked or
late calves to fill the shed is likely to cost you the poorly-marked Friesian or Jersey-cross ca|ve$.

money," Muir told farmers at the first Poukawa
roadshow seminar of the season at Waipukurau
last month.

Muir says calves are bought and sold on the
basis of coat colour. Straight Friesian bull calves
are sought after and others, particularly Jersey-
cross calves, are discounted.

However, a study of the weight gain performance
of groups of straight Friesian bull calves and a
similar group of mixed breed or odd-coloured
calves of the same start weight (44kg) showed little
difference in the performance.

The two groups were bought from Tuakau
saleyards in autumn 2000, farmed together and
slaughtered at 21 months of age.

Carcase weight for the well-marked Friesian
calves was 6kg heavier than the other group. "Once .
again, this indicates that the level of prejudice
against non-Friesian is not warranted and that their If We C O u I d S h OW yo u h OW TO h Ove
performance is only slightly behind that of similar .
sized, well marked Friesian calves," Muir says. ] 1

e wenon | ealthier, faster growing calves
only rear poorly marked and Jersey-cross calves if / e :
they know they can on-sell them," he says. S
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"You're better to source on weight and frame, H f
not coat colour. But you do need to factor in that And g|Ve you 'more Tlme for OTher STUﬁ T
prejudice if you have to on-sell those calves.” WOUldn T YOU WOnT TO knOW?
Muir also reinforced the message about buying
catves with a minimum liveweight on delivery of Research shows that increased hygiene during calving reduced animal losses.
"Igr-x our experience, calves will lose up to 3.5% So here’s 4 great reasons why you should buy an EZICLIPTM equipped Daisy calf feeder

of the bodyweight on a long journey. For the calves

we've been buying at Poukaws, they have been 1.  EZICLIP™ manifolds allow 100% delivery of milk
losing about 1.5kg on a truck journey of 6-8 hours." . 8 .
"Calves do not lose 5kg on a journey of that Fliminates waste and makes cleaning faster and easier!
length."
Calf buyers who don't have scales can use a 2. EZICLIP™ manifolds use no threads to attach teats
girth measure to assess calf weights. Muir says a : 3 4 ]
girth measure of 78cm just behind the front legs . Easier to clean and almost impossible to damage!
equates to about a 40kg calf.
a i 3. EZICLIP™ gystem allows faster teat change

No threads to worry about, just time saving clip-on design!

4. EZICLIP™ manifolds are designed to last
Heavy duty design means longer life and reduced maintenance

Transition Feeds . New Generation Daisy calf feeders have been designed to make your job easier, so,if you're
and ready to experience the EZICLIPTM difference then call your local dealer today and begin
Mllklng Fe edS imagining what you are going to do with all the time you’re going to save!

4 And remember, if you’re not 100% convinced these are the easiest to clean and most efficient
FOR OPTIMUM ‘ closed manifold calf feeders, then simply tell us and we’ll make it right!
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